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CURRENT EDUCATIONAL WRITINGS 



I. REVIEW OF RECENT BOOKS IN SECONDARY- 
SCHOOL ENGLISH 



ELLEN F. GEYER and R. L. LYMAN 
University of Chicago 



In the field of the teaching of English two books have appeared in 191 7 
which easily take the front rank. The first of these, English Composition as 
a Social Problem, 1 written by S. A. Leonard, of Horace Mann High School, 
grows out of his experience as a supervisor of elementary- and of secondary- 
school English. Leonard attacks the dry rot of extreme formalism in teaching 
English composition and places the constructive work of children and young 
people on the sound basis of real authorship, recognizing, of course, the limita- 
tions of immature minds. The second book of professional merit for high- 
school English teachers is Thomas' The Teaching of English in the Secondary 
School. 1 The distinctive feature of this book is the judicial balance preserved 
by the author between traditional and the innovating methods. Thomas 
realizes that no sudden and violent breaking away from conservative programs 
is advisable. But all through his discussion there are emphasized newer ideas 
such as: composition, a training in right thinking; the incidental value of 
correct mechanics in writing; co-operation in teaching; the newer attitudes 
toward outside reading, etc. 

These two books are by far the best professional books of the year. They 
are thoroughly in keeping with all that is best in The Reorganization of English 
in Secondary Schools. 3 

Claxton, P. P., and McGinnis, James. Effective 'English. Boston: 
Allyn & Bacon. 

The text is unique both in material and in arrangement. Throughout the 
book the authors have attempted to meet the cultural influence of the classics 
as well as the needs of business life. The former they accomplish largely 

1 Sterling A. Leonard, English Composition as a Social Problem. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Co. 

1 Charles Swain Thomas, The Teaching of English in the Secondary School. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co. 

1 Reorganization of English in Secondary Schools. By a committee of the National 
Education Association and of the National Council of Teachers of English, James F. 
Hosic, chairman. United States Bureau of Education, Bulletin, 191 7, No. 1. $0.20. 
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